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Our next NETCC monthly meeting will be held  
July 14th at 7:00PM.  Join us as we explore the 
exciting opportunities listed below. 
 

July Weenie Roast 
 

Now that it’s July, we are officially 
in the dog days of summer.  What 
better way to celebrate this time 
than with dogs – hot dogs that is.  
Please join us at the July meeting 
for our annual weenie roast.  The 
Club will supply the hot dogs and 
all the fixings – we would ask 
volunteers to bring things to supplement the main 
course, such as side dishes, salads or desserts. 
Members at the June meeting signed up to bring a 
good assortment of sides and desserts, but we could 
still use some items. If you didn’t sign up or can’t cook, 
don’t worry – just bring yourself. 
 

Since we plan on serving at or before 7 pm, you are 
encouraged to arrive early – and hungry. 
 
Youth Night 
 

After a short business meeting, the kids in attendance 
were divided into two groups based upon age, and 
taken to small nearby rooms while the adults 
participated in the regular 
program.  
 

The younger group of kids 
(10 and under) enjoyed a 
program focused upon 
Buffalo nickels. Participants 
not only received a Whitman 
folder, but they also sorted through a nice pile of 
Buffalo nickels to place in their folder. All the nickels 
had a clear date and at least a partial horn. While most 
were dated in the 1930’s, a number were dated in the 
1920’s and even in the teens. Instruction keyed the 
kids to examine coins under a magnifier and learn 
details about the coins such as the Indian on the 
obverse, the buffalo on the reverse and where to find 

the date and mintmark. They also 
learned how to properly handle and 
place the nickels into the folders.  
This group was led by Richard 
Wallace, a long-time local coin 
dealer and enthusiastic supporter 
of our youth. 

 

Kids 11 and older focused on 
Notgeld notes that were issued 
1914-23 in Germany and 
Austria. Because of World War I 
and its aftermath, specie was 
scarce and many towns, villages 
and states issued local currency, 
most often in small denominations. These vivid and 
colorful notes are highly collectible, and portray many 
diverse subjects such as local landmarks, satirical 
subjects and folklore. As runaway inflation ensued, 
sometimes notes of higher and higher denominations 
were issued, sometimes into the millions of marks. The 
kids were shown many different notes, with emphasis 
of certain characteristics to look for. The attendees 

were given some nice examples 
of the notes to take home with 
them, as well as clear plastic 
jackets in which to place and 
protect the notes. This group 
was led by Carl Stang, our 
President and noted 
numismatist who has taught at 
both ANA and TNA seminars. 

 

This year’s Kids Night was both interesting and 
educational for the 15 kids who participated.  The kids 
also walked away with lots of fun and valuable items. 
 
Tyler Kell 
 

Tyler Kell, one of our long-time Youth 
members, received a $500 
scholarship at the June meeting. Tyler 
has demonstrated a passion for coin 
collecting as evidenced not only by his 
coin collecting merit badge, but also 
by assisting his father conduct 
subsequent merit badge programs. 
He will be attending North Texas University in the fall. 
 
Mike Ross 
 

Ron Kersey, Editor of the TNA News and longtime 
Club member, presented the Kalvert K. Tidwell Literary 

Award to Mike Ross. Mike 
has won this award for the 
best article in the TNA News 
for two years in a row, a first 
in TNA history. 
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Collectors Forum 
 

A group of collectors meets on the fourth Monday of 
each month at the North Richland Hills Library. This is 
a casual meeting with no specific format, but with a 
topic for each meeting  and the conversation is allowed 
to flow freely. The next meeting is Monday, July 25

th
.  

  

This meeting is open to anyone interested, and is not 
associated with NETCC. There are no dues, no 
membership rolls, just fun. If you or someone you know 
is interested, contact Kevin Kell: kevinkell@1scom.net. 
 

Cincinnati Musical Center Commemoratives 
 

The market for United States commemorative coins 
spiked in 1936 with 15 new issues. At the time, the 
entire mintage of such issues was sold by the Mint at 
face value to a group authorized by Congress, who 
then tried to sell the coins at a profit to the public. Even 
more profit could be realized if the production could be 
split amongst the three mints, thereby creating rarities. 
 

Thomas Melish, a coin collector and entrepreneur from 
Cincinnati, came up with an idea for a coin with the 
stated purpose of commemorating the 50th 
anniversary of Cincinnati, Ohio as a center of music. 
He formed the Cincinnati Musical Center 
Commemorative Coin Association that would be 
allowed to buy the entire Mint issue, and resell the 
pieces at high prices. Congressional approval 
authorizing 15,000 pieces to be struck at the three 
mints was secured in March 1936. 
 

Melish hired sculptor Constance Ortmayer, a relatively 
unknown American artist, to design the coin, but the 
Commission of Fine Arts refused to recommend the 
designs. Members objected to the depiction of Stephen 
Foster on the obverse, finding no connection between 
Foster, who died in 1864, and the supposed 
anniversary. Foster did live in Cincinnati for a brief 
period while working as a bookkeeper, but his main 
contributions to American music came later when he 
lived in Pittsburgh. Nevertheless, the designs were 
approved by the Mint, and 5,000 sets from the three 
mints were issued and sold to Melish's group. 
 

The obverse of the Cincinnati 
Musical Center half dollar 
displays a bust of Stephen 
Foster, facing to the viewer's 
right, and below it, the words 
"STEPHEN FOSTER 
AMERICA'S TROUBADOUR", a 
phrase taken from a biography of 
Foster published earlier in the 1930s. The reverse 
shows a kneeling figure, intended to be the goddess of 
music. In the upper left portion of the field, or 
background, is the date 1886, in the lower right 1936, 
and beneath the latter the mint mark. The goddess 
kneels on the mottos required by law to appear, and 

near the edge is "CINCINNATI A 
MUSIC CENTER OF AMERICA". 
 

Criticism of the coin’s reverse was 
almost immediate. The four-string lyre 
was compared to a toy bought at a 
dime store. The goddess of music was 
compared to a dancer with leg cramps. 
 

The first 200 pieces from each mint were collected in 
sets of three and originally sold for $7.75; a notarized 
letter from Melish specifying the striking sequence was 
attached to the three-coin set. Since Melich controlled 
distribution, prices soon spiked to $40 per set. 
 

Only a handful of these numbered and notarized sets 
remain today, and they are rarely offered for sale.  The 
remaining 4,800 three-coin sets were placed in the 
same kind of holder with a celluloid strip to hold the 
coins in, but lacking the documentation.  It is estimated 
that today fewer than 50 of these sets in unnumbered 
holders remain intact. 
 

Melish tried to get Congress to authorize 1937-dated 
pieces, but he was not successful. While he had 
managed to get Congress to allow another 
commemorative under his control, the 1936 Cleveland 
Centennial half dollar, Congress was growing tired of 
the abuses in the commemorative market. 
 

Of the three Mints, the Denver issue today is the most 
available in gem condition, followed by the Philadelphia 
issue and finally by the San Francisco, which is 
extremely difficult to find in gem. 
 

Special Meeting Activity Calendar 
 

 July            – Weenie Roast 

 September – Show n’ Tell night 

 November   – Veteran’s night, 

                              Officer/Director elections 

 December – Christmas party 

We need volunteers to give programs in 2016.  Contact 
Kevin Kell if you have an interest. 
 
Upcoming Local Coin Shows 
 

 July 22-24 – Texas Coin Show, Grapevine 
Convention Center.  $3 or free with NETCC 
membership. 

 August 13 – Texoma Coin Show, US 75, Exit 65, 
Denison.  Free. 

 August 26-28 – Cowtown Coin Show, Forest Hill 
Civic/Convention Center.  $3. 

 

June New Members: None. 

June First Time Visitors: Marshall Garnell. 
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