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Our next NETCC monthly meeting will be held 
February 11th at 7:00PM.  Join us as we explore 
the exciting opportunities listed below. 
 

Donation Auction 
 

We're preparing for our annual 
donation auction and we need 
your support.  This is our major 
fund raising event and helps pay 
for the monthly rent, door prizes, 
refreshments, Christmas party 
bingo prizes, quiz night prizes, 
summer doggie roast and many other things. Last 
year, we raised over $3,000 which allowed us to 
discount the member price for Christmas dinner. 
 

We welcome all donations.  However, experience has 
taught us that items valued above $10 garner more 
spirited bidding. 
 

Search through your coins and/or currency this week to 
find donations – maybe your duplicates or coins you 
really no longer care about. Bring them to the February 
meeting where we can begin to catalog the items. 
 

 
ANA National Money Show 
 

The ANA is coming March 3-5 to hold one of their two 
annual coin shows. Not only can collectors visit with 
over 500 dealers on the bourse floor, the ANA will also 
have informative and valuable educational programs & 
exhibits for all collector 
levels. Participants may 
also receive free 
appraisals where they 
can learn the value of 
items they may have 
collected or inherited. 
 

The ANA is encouraging members of local clubs to 
submit a numismatic exhibit to be displayed during the 
show. While the deadline for submittal has passed, 
make sure you visit these exhibits while attending. 
 

NETCC has voted to co-sponsor the show along with 
other local clubs. As with previous ANA shows, 
NETCC will be called on to supply large number of 
volunteer “ambassadors” to assist with greeting the 
public. The Club also plans a club table at the show. 
 

Daily cost of the show is $8.  However, there are 
several ways to save. First, if you are an ANA member, 

 

 the admission price is waived. Second, the Club has 
several virtual memberships that will be distributed 
(raffles, door prizes) in the next few months which also 
grant admission. Lastly, the Club has coupons for $2 
off the admission price – see Jim Jeska for details. 
 

Check back in future newsletters for important updates. 
 

 
2016 Annual TNA Coin & Currency Show 
 

Mark your calendars with the upcoming 
TNA show to be held May 20 –22.  
This annual show shifted locations to 
the Arlington Convention Center in 
Arlington, and should again attract 
some 200 national, regional and local 
dealers, as well as coin certification 
and publication vendors. 
 

The Saturday Youth Auctions should again be held at 
11am and 2 pm.  This auction gives kids an opportunity 
to bid for valuable numismatic items using $20 in 
Auction Bucks. 
 

Admission to the bourse floor should again be $3, but 
free Sunday, for TNA members, and collectors under 
18 years of age.  It is also expected that parking will 
cost $5.  Log on to www.tna.org for more information. 
 

Carl Stang is trying to organize a two-day, TNA-
sponsored grading seminar to be conducted on 
Wednesday and Thursday immediately prior to the 
show. Watch for more information on this as the time 
approaches. 
 

There will also be an opportunity for Boy and Girl 
Scouts to earn their coin collecting merit badge during 
the show. 
 

The TNA will again need our help in staffing the 
registration desk, raffle and youth auction.  Of course, 
if you work in one of these areas, admission to the 
bourse floor is free.  Signup sheets will be available at 
the future meetings to work in your area of interest. 
 

 
2016 Membership Dues 
 

Jim Jeska will be receiving dues at this meeting for 
2016. Membership dues are $15.00 for Adults, $5.00 
for Juniors, and are a major support for club activities. 
Membership not only qualifies you for the monthly 
progressive door prize, but also gives you a discounted 
meal at the 2016 Christmas party. 

http://www.netcoinclub.org/
http://www.tna.org/


Collectors Forum 
 

A group of collectors is meeting on the fourth Monday 
of each month, currently at the North Richland Hills 
Library. This is a casual meeting with no specific 
format, but with a topic for each meeting (suggestions 
are welcome) and the conversation is allowed to flow 
freely. The next meeting will be held on Monday, 
February 22

nd
.  
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This meeting is open to anyone interested, and is not 
associated with NETCC. There are no dues, no 
membership rolls, just fun. If you or someone you know 
is interested, contact Kevin Kell: kevinkell@1scom.net. 
 
Oregon Trail Commemoratives 
 

During the middle of the 19
th
 century, hundreds of 

thousands of hardy Americans traveled the Oregon 
Trail from Missouri to the Far West. Ezra Meeker had 
traveled the Oregon Trail with his family in 1852 and 
spent the final two decades of his long life publicizing 
the Oregon Trail. He took an ox team and wagon 
across the nation to publicize his cause, parking his rig 
in front of the White House where he met President 
Theodore Roosevelt. In 1926, at age 95, he appeared 
before Congress, requesting that the Mint issue a 
commemorative coin to raise funds for numerous 
historical markers to indicate where the Trail had been. 
While there was a great deal of opposition to issuing 
more commemoratives, (12 in the previous 5 years), 
Congress responded by authoring up to six million half 
dollars with no restriction on production period. Meeker 
then formed the Oregon Trail Memorial Association to 
receive the half dollars, and sell them at a profit. 
 

His Association first contacted Chester Beach, 
designer of the Monroe Doctrine commemorative to 
sculpt the coin, but he was unavailable. Gutzon 
Borglum, designer of the Stone Mountain 
commemorative was then asked, but he wanted too 
much money and time. They finally turned 
to the husband and wife team of James 
Earle Fraser and Laura Gardin Fraser. 
James Fraser had designed the Buffalo 
nickel; Laura Gardin Fraser had created 
several commemorative coins. 
 

James Fraser designed the wagon side 
depicting a Conestoga wagon drawn by two 
oxen, heading into a large setting sun. The 
Indian side was designed by Laura Fraser 
featuring a Native American, standing erect 
with outstretched arm in what some describe 

as a gesture of peace; The Numismatist implied the 
Indian's left hand is upraised as if warning the people 
of the East of the perils and hardship of the Trail. 
 

Because of celebrations planned in 1926 Laura Fraser 
quickly converted both designs into relief models, Dies 
were hastily prepared outside of the Mint, and some 
120,000 coins were minted in September and October  

by the Philadelphia and San Francisco mints, thereby 
becoming the first commemorative from multiple mints. 
 

While sales were slow, promoters realized an 
opportunity for more sales – collectors felt compelled to 
buy an example from each mint. This spurred the issue 
of small quantities of various years/mints over the next 
13 years. Because of the small quantities, later issues 
were gobbled up by dealers and sold to collectors at 
substantial premiums. This and abuses of the whole 
commemorative program caused a public uproar, 
leading to cancellation of program in 1939. 
 

The original intent of the program to erect 
historical markers along the Trail was achieved, 
with many examples like the one pictured here 
in Fort Laramie, Wyoming. Most of the markers 
display the Frasers’ design. 
 

The Frasers' design for the half dollar has been widely 
admired as one of the greatest artistic triumphs ever to 
be released by the Mint. 1926 examples today are 
relatively inexpensive. However, later issues demand 
much higher prices, and a collection containing all 14 
issues can be fairly costly. 
 
Special Meeting Activity Calendar 
 

 April           – Donation auction 

 May            – Quiz Night 

 June           – Youth Night 

 July            – Weenie Roast 

 September – Show n’ Tell night 

We need volunteers to give programs in 2016.  Contact 
Kenny Smith if you have an interest. 
 
Upcoming Local Coin Shows 
 

 February 6 – Denton County Coin Show, VFW Post 
#2205, Denton.  Free. 

 March 3-5 – ANA National Money Show, 
Hutchinson Convention Center, Dallas.  $8 or free 
with ANA membership. 

 April 2 – Collin Co. Coin Club Coin Show, Hwy. 75, 
Exit 40B, McKinney.  Free. 

 April 15-17 – Cowtown Coin Show, Forest Hill 
Civic/Convention Center.  $3. 

 April 22-24 – Texas Coin Show, Grapevine 
Convention Center.  $3 or free with NETCC 
membership. 

 May 20-22 – TNA Coin and Currency Show, 
Arlington Convention Center.  $3 or free with TNA 
membership. 

 

January New Members: Lee Hansen. 

January First Time Visitors: Lee Hansen (who also 
joined). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Oregon_Trail_memorial_Fort_Laramie.jpg
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