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Our next NETCC monthly meeting will be held 
October 8th at 7:00PM.  Join us as we explore the 
exciting opportunities listed below. 
 
Grapevine Education Seminar 
 

NETCC will again be hosting an educational program 
in conjunction with the October Texas Coin Show. The 
program will be held on Saturday, October 2nd at the 
Grapevine Convention 
Center from 10 – 2pm in the 
meeting room aside the sign-
in table for the Grapevine 
show. The program schedule 
will be included on the mailer 
prepared for the show. 
 

The programs will be approximately 45 minutes long 
and include Charlie Bathman on Silver Eagles, Carl 
Stang on grading Indian and Lincoln cents, and John 
Barber on how to photograph coins. Carl and Charlie 
are frequent presenters at meetings; John Barber is a 
well-known Houston numismatist, and presented at our 
Club to an overflow crowd. 
 

Carl Stang is leading this effort and needs our help 
setting up the room and processing attendees. The 
Club is also setting up a recruiting table near the coin 
show registration desk. Please contact Carl at the 
September meeting if you can assist. 
 
Bylaws Amendment 
 

The Board of Directors recommends that absentee 
voting be allowed for election of officers and directors 
each November. To that end, the following amendment 
with be voted upon at the October meeting: 
 

Absentee ballots for the annual club elections may 
be obtained from the Election Committee 
Chairperson and returned to the Election Committee 
Chairperson prior to such election. Absentee ballots 
must be signed and name printed by the voting club 
member. Only one ballot per Club member may be 
submitted. 

 

The amendment requires a 2/3’s affirmative vote for 
adoption. 
 
Director and Officer Election 
 

We have again formed a committee to nominate 
prospective officers and directors for next year.  All four  
 

 
officers (President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
Treasurer) and three Directors are to be elected. 

 

Nominees will be announced at the 
October meeting.  All members 
with 2015 dues paid are eligible to 
run for any of the officer or open 
director positions.  Those wishing 
to run must have their application 
in by November 1. 

 

The election will occur at the November meeting. 
 
September Show-and-Tell 
 

September’s program was Show and 
Tell Night.  Members were encouraged 
to bring something from their collection 
to display for other members.  A total 
of 7 members participated. 
 

Presenters were stationed at tables 
around the perimeter of the meeting 
room.  They displayed their collecting 
interest and told a little background 
about the items to captivated 
passerbys.  
 

The items presented were so unusual 
and interesting that the time allotted for 
the program went way over.  Among 
the many displays, Items pictured to 
the right include: an extremely high-
grade set of slabbed Kennedys, a large 
assortment of tokens and classic 
commemoratives, a set of Texas State 
Fair medallions, a rather large 
collection of key date counterfeits, and 
Continental and Confederate currency. 
 

Thanks to all those who presented, 
and we look forward to next year’s 
surprises. 
 
ANA Memberships 
 

The Club is a member of the ANA, and pays $75 per 
year in dues. However, the ANA allows the Club a $5 
credit for each ANA member in the Club’s membership. 
 

If you are an ANA member, please e-mail Jim Jeska at 
jhjeska@yahoo.com your ANA member number to help 
the Club save a little money. 
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Collectors Forum 
 

A group of collectors is meeting on the fourth Monday 
of each month, currently at the North Richland Hills 
Library. This casual meeting has no specific format, but 
with a topic for each meeting (suggestions welcome) 
and conversation is allowed to flow freely. The next 
meeting will be held on Monday, October 26th.  Last 
month’s program was on Flying Eagle cents, but this 
month’s topic has not yet been announced. 
  

This meeting is open to anyone interested, and is not 
associated with NETCC. There are no dues, no 
membership rolls, just fun. If you or someone you know 
is interested, contact Kevin Kell: kevinkell@1scom.net. 
 
Gold Dollars 
 

The smallest coin in US history owes its existence to 
two of the biggest gold rushes. The first was in the 
Appalachian Mountains of Georgia and North Carolina 
in 1829-30. An enterprising German immigrant named 
Alt Christoph Bechtler who operated a jewelry shop in 
North Carolina observed that gold dust and nuggets 
were the primary medium of exchange in the area. He 
began minting raw gold into coins for a nominal fee 
around 1830. Bechtler turned out more than $2 million 
worth of gold coins, of which half were gold dollars. 
 

The success of this venture led Congress to authorize 
such coins in 1836, but Director Patterson opposed the 
idea vehemently and limited his compliance to striking 
a handful of patterns. Nonetheless, branch mints were 
established in Dahlonega and Charlotte which began 
minting half eagles. 
 

The gold dollar lay in limbo until 1849 when yet another 
gold rush—this one in California—energized Congress 
to expand existing uses of the metal in US coinage and 
find some new ones. Mint Director Patterson’s 
objections were overruled by Congress which passed 
legislation authorizing not only gold dollars but also 
double eagles. 
 

The mint’s Chief Engraver, James Longacre designed 
a similar obverse design of both the gold dollar and the 
double eagle: a left-facing portrait of Miss Liberty with a 
coronet, or small crown, in her hair. On the dollar, she 
is encircled by 13 stars, symbolic of the 13 original 
colonies. The dollar’s reverse is necessarily simple 
because of the coin’s small size: It bears the 
denomination 1 DOLLAR and 
the date within a simple 
wreath, which is encircled by 
the inscription, UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA. 
 

While people grumbled that silver dollars were too 
large and heavy to carry around, gold dollars posed a 
dramatically different problem. At a13mm diameter, or 
at less than three-quarters the size of today’s dime, 
they were so small they could easily be mislaid. This 

led the mint to prepare patterns which 
increased the diameter by placing a hole in 
the center. However, the Mint decided in 
1854 to increase the diameter from 13mm to 
15mm by simply making the coin thinner. 
 

This change prompted Longacre to change the 
obverse to resemble his new $3 gold piece. Its obverse 
features a left-facing portrait of a female figure wearing 
a fancy headdress. The female figure is frequently 
described as being an “Indian princess,” and the coin is 
commonly known as the “Indian Head” type. 
Longacre’s reverse design shows the date and 
denomination within a wreath of corn, cotton, wheat 
and tobacco 
 

This yielded a coin that was noticeably larger, 
considerably thinner and, presumably, less 
likely to get lost. But the new Type 2 dollar 
had a serious deficiency in that the relief was 
too high on the obverse, and as a result was 
poorly struck.  This led to another design change in 
1856, making the obverse portrait larger, but also 
flatter. 
 

The gold dollar was struck at all 5 mints during its 40-
year run. While Type 1 and Type 3 example are readily 
available, Type 2 examples are fairly expensive due to 
their limited 2-year run. Charlotte and Dahlonega 
examples are quite pricey, especially the 1861-D, 
supposedly struck by the Confederacy. 
 
 

Special Meeting Activity Calendar 
 

 October           – Silver Eagles 
 November       – Veteran’s night, 
                                  Officer/Director elections 
 December – Christmas party 

We need volunteers to give programs in 2016.  Contact 
Kenny Smith if you have an interest. 
 
Upcoming Local Coin Shows 
 

 October 2-4 – Texas Coin Show, Grapevine 
Convention Center.  $3 or free with NETCC 
membership. 

 October 10 – Collin County Coin Club Coin Show, 
Quality Inn, Hwy 75, McKinney.  Free. 

 November 6-8 – Fort Worth Coin Club Fall Coin 
Show, Forest Hill Civic/Convention Center.  $3. 

 November 20-22 – Texas Coin Show, Grapevine 
Convention Center.  $3 or free with NETCC 
membership. 

 December 11-13 – Cowtown Coin Show, Forest Hill 
Civic/Convention Center.  $3. 

 
September New Members: None. 

September First Time Visitors: Roy McDaniel. 
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