
 

February 2018 Edition 

NORTHEAST TARRANT COIN CLUB 
Jesse Owens, President               Directors 2017-18 – Russell Johnson, Lance Parkes & Carl Stang  
Kenny Smith, Vice President              Directors 2018-19 – Cheryl Rybka, Barbara Gallagher & Kevin Kell 
Jim Jeska, Treasurer               Founding Directors -Merle Owens & Russell Prinzinger 
Sam Fairchild, Secretary               www.netcoinclub.org 
 
 

                          The coin club meeting is at 7PM the second Thursday of each month at: 
                          The Mission Church, 3224 Cheek Sparger Rd., Bedford, Texas 76021 

 

$       $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
 

Our next NETCC monthly meeting will be held 
February 8th at 7:00PM. Please join us for some of 
the exciting opportunities below. 
 

Donation Auction 
 

We're preparing for our annual 
donation auction and we need your 
support.  This is our major fund 
raising event and helps pay for the 
monthly rent, door prizes, 
refreshments, Christmas party bingo prizes, quiz night 
prizes, summer doggie roast and many other things. 
Last year, we raised over $2,400 which allowed us to 
discount the member price for Christmas dinner. 
 

We welcome all donations.  However, experience has 
taught us that items valued above $10 garner more 
spirited bidding. 
 

Search through your coins and/or currency this week to 
find donations – maybe your duplicates or coins you 
really no longer care about. Bring them to the February 
meeting where we can begin to catalog the items. 
 
2018 Annual TNA Coin & Currency Show 
 

Mark your calendars with the 
upcoming TNA show to be held 
June 1-3.  This annual show is now 
conducted at the Arlington 
Convention Center in Arlington, 
and should again attract some 200 
national, regional and local 
dealers, as well as coin certification 
and publication vendors. 
 

The Saturday Youth Auctions again be held at 11am 
and 2 pm.  This auction allows kids to bid for valuable 
numismatic items using $20 in Auction Bucks. 
 

Admission to the bourse floor again is $3, but free 
Sunday, for TNA members, and collectors under 18 
years of age.  It is also expected that parking will cost 
$5.  Log on to www.tna.org for more information. 
 

There will also be an opportunity for Boy/Girl Scouts to 
earn their coin collecting merit badge during the show. 
 

The TNA will again need our help in staffing the 
registration desk, raffle and youth auction.  Of course, 
if you work in one of these areas, admission to the 
bourse floor is free.  Signup sheets will be available at 
future meetings to work in your area of interest. 
 

 

ANA Money Show 
 

The ANA is coming to the Irving Convention Center 
March 8-10 to hold one of their two annual coin shows. 
Not only can collectors visit with 
over 500 dealers and vendors on 
the bourse floor, the ANA will also 
have informative and valuable 
educational programs & exhibits for 
all collector levels. Participants may 
also receive free appraisals where 
they can learn the value of items 
they may have collected or 
inherited. 
 

NETCC is co-sponsoring the show as well as supplying 
the show chairman, Carl Stang. As with previous ANA 
shows, NETCC will be called on to supply large 
number of volunteer “ambassadors” who would help 
with everything from greeting, to setting up and tearing 
down. Our Club traditionally supplies a large proportion 
of volunteers to assist with greeting the public. The 
Club also plans a club table at the show.  
 

There is also a critical need for pages for this show 
(youth between 13 and 19) to perform various duties 
for dealers on the bourse floor. See Jack Gilbert or 
Cheryl Rybka if interested. 
 
 

Collectors Forum 
 

A group of collectors has met at the North Richland 
Hills Library for several years. This is a casual meeting 
with no specific format, but with a topic for each 
meeting (suggestions are welcome) and the 
conversation is allowed to flow freely. The next 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 27th. 
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This meeting is open to anyone interested, and is not 
associated with NETCC. There are no dues, no 
membership rolls, just fun. If you or someone you know 
is interested, contact Kevin Kell: kevinkell@1scom.net. 
 
 

2018 Membership Dues 
 

2018 Membership dues are $15.00 for Adults and 
$5.00 for Juniors, and are a major support for club 
activities. Membership not only qualifies you for the 
monthly progressive door prize, but should also give 
you a discounted meal at the 2018 Christmas party. 
Jim Jeska will be receiving 2018 dues at this meeting. 
 

http://www.netcoinclub.org/
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Jefferson Nickels 
 

From the very beginning the Buffalo nickel was difficult 
to produce. Attempts to bring out the full design 
increased an already high rate of die breakage. By 
1938, it had been struck for 25 years, thus enabling the 
Mint to replace it without Congressional approval. 
 

By coincidence, 1938 was also the bicentennial of 
Thomas Jefferson’s birth. Hence, in early 1938 the 
Mint announced a competition for a new nickel design, 
mandating that Jefferson be depicted on the 
obverse and Jefferson's house Monticello 
on the reverse. After receiving 390 entries, 
the Mint selected the design from Felix 
Schlag, a recent German immigrant. 
 

The Mint required some changes to Schlag's reverse 
design prior to coining. Schlag's original design 
showed a three-quarters view of Monticello, including a 
tree. Officials disliked the lettering Schlag had used, a 
more modernistic style than that used on the eventual 
coin. The tree was removed after Mint officials decided 
it was a palm tree and incorrectly believed Jefferson 
could not have grown such a thing. Also the wording 
“Monticello” was removed, and then restored, fearing 
the public would take it to be a library or some other 
public building. Production began in October.  
 

The Mint recut the hub for the nickel in 1939, 
sharpening the steps on Monticello, which had been 
fuzzy in initial coinage. This change also created two 
varieties for all three mints and proof strikings that year 
 

When the US entered World War II, nickel became a 
critical war material, and the Mint sought to reduce its 
use of the metal. Congress authorized a copper and 
silver alloy, but gave the Mint the authority to vary the 
proportions, or add other metals. The Mint's greatest 
concern was in finding an alloy which would 
use no nickel, but still work in vending 
machines. An alloy of 56% copper, 35% silver 
and 9% manganese proved suitable, and this 
alloy began to be coined into nickels from 
October 1942. To make them easy to sort out and 
withdraw after the war, the Mint struck all "war nickels" 
with a large mint mark appearing above Monticello. 
The mint mark P for Philadelphia was the first time that 
mint's mark had appeared on a US coin. The prewar 
composition and smaller mint mark resumed in 1946.  
 

Within the war nickel series some 1943-P nickels are 
overdated, due to use of a die from the previous year. 
In addition, a number of 1944 nickels are known 
without the large "P" mintmark, being counterfeits 
produced in 1954 by Francis LeRoy Henning. 
 

Although no significant rarities exist for the series on 
the basis of mintage, there are many notable 
conditional rarities for the series, particularly for those 
pursuing collections of Full Steps Jefferson Nickels. 
“Full Steps” is a grading designation used for regular 

strike Jefferson Nickels which have at least five 
steps visible at the base of Monticello on the 
reverse. There must also be no disturbance of the 
steps due to strike weakness, contact marks, or 
planchet problems. Full Steps Jefferson Nickels are 
valued at a premium to comparable grades without the 
designation. For certain issues, coins exhibiting full 
steps can be extremely rare and carry enormous 
premiums. For coins after 1986, full steps are generally 
easier to find.   
 

This same design remained in use without any 
significant changes for more than six decades. Then, a 
series of design changes took place from 2004 to 2006 
to commemorate the bicentennial of the Louisiana 
Purchase and Lewis and Clark’s expedition through the 
vast territory. Over the course of three years, 
the Westward Journey Nickels would feature 
four different reverse designs before reverting 
to the original image of Monticello. The 
obverse would feature two new portraits of 
Jefferson, with the second serving as the 
replacement going forward.  
 

Despite its lengthy duration, the series remains an 
approachable one for beginning collectors. It is entirely 
possible to find the earlier dates of the series in 
circulation and even an uncirculated set does not 
include any expensive key date coins. 
 
Special Meeting Activity Calendar 
 

 April           – Donation auction 

 May            – Quiz Night 

 June           – Youth Night 

 July            – Weenie Roast 

We need volunteers to give programs in 2018.  Contact 
Kenny Smith if you have an interest. 
 
Upcoming Local Coin Shows 
 

 February 2-4  – Texas Coin Show, Grapevine 
Convention Center.  $3 or free with NETCC 
membership. 

 February 16-17 – Cowtown Coin Show, White 
Settlement Convention Center.  $3. 

 March 8-10 – ANA National Money Show, Irving 
Convention Center, Irving.  $8, free on Saturday, to 
ANA members or kids under 12. 

 June 1-3 – TNA Coin and Currency Show, Arlington 
Convention Center.  $3 or free with TNA 
membership. 

 

January New Members: Drew and Gil Hernandez, 

David Menery, Chase Russell. 

January First Time Visitors: Gil Hernandez, David 

Menery. 
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