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Our next NETCC monthly meeting will be held  
September 8th at 7:00PM.  Join us as we explore 
the exciting opportunities listed below. 
 

September Show and Tell 
 

The end of summer means it’s back to school for our 
kids.  It’s also time for our annual Show and Tell 
program at the September meeting. 
 

At prior year programs, members have been treated to 
many unusual and fascinating displays. While some of 
the displays have been 
quite rare, the items 
garnering the most interest 
seem to be those telling a 
story or centered on a little-
known topic in 
numismatics. 
 

Make plans to bring a sample of your collecting interest 
and be a part of this special night.  Your display need 
not be expensive or rare – simply something that 
interests you. 
 
 

Grapevine Seminars 
 

The Club will again conduct 
seminars in conjunction 
with the Grapevine coin 
show on October 1. 
Speakers will include Kevin 
Kell on collecting Libertads, 
John Barber on five cent 
pieces (both nickels and 
half dimes), and of course Carl Stang on Collecting 
Coins and Exonumia (medals, tokens, admission 
tickets etc.) from the 1893 World's Columbian 
Exhibition. 
 

Make your plans to attend at least one of these talks. 
Please note that seating is limited, so you are advised 
to arrive early. 
 
 

Raffle Changes 
 

Starting with the July meeting, members buying extra 
raffle tickets have received even more tickets. In 
addition to the 6 tickets for $5, buyers will receive 13 
tickets for $10, 20 tickets for $15 and 27 tickets for 
$20. Tickets must be purchased in single transaction to 
qualify.  

 

More Raffle Changes 
 

At the August meeting, Russell Prinzinger suggested 
several other changes to the raffle. His suggestions 
were met with a favorable reaction. 
 

Beginning in September, a trial change of prizes will be 
conducted. Instead of 5 prizes of roughly $20 each and 
2 prizes of $40 each (totaling $180 of prizes), the raffle 
will consist of 3 prizes of roughly $60 each (still totaling 
$180). Results of the raffle will be analyzed afterwards 
to determine if we continue this method. 
 

The new method will allow members to add truly 
meaningful items to the collections. 
 
  

Christmas Party 
 

December will center on our traditional Christmas party 
(with BBQ) and bingo. While bingo prizes are being 
increased, prices will remain the last year’s level – $5 
for adult members, $10 for adult non-members, free for 
youth members (The $5 member fee allows kids to eat 
free – make sure all your kids enroll). 
 

Sign up will begin in October.  
 
 

Collectors Forum 
 

A group of collectors meets on the fourth Monday of 
each month at the North Richland Hills Library at 7:00. 
This is a casual meeting with no specific format, but 
with a topic for each meeting  and the conversation is 
allowed to flow freely. The next meeting is Monday, 
September 26

th
.  

  

This meeting is open to anyone interested, and is not 
associated with NETCC. There are no dues, no 
membership rolls, just fun. If you or someone you know 
is interested, contact Kevin Kell: kevinkell@1scom.net. 
 

 
2016 Membership Dues 
 

Several of our long-time members have not yet paid 
their 2016 membership dues. Membership dues are 
$15.00 for Adults, $5.00 for Juniors, and are a major 
support for club activities. Membership not only 
qualifies you for the monthly progressive door prize, 
but also gives you a discounted meal at the 2016 
Christmas party. 
 

See Jim Jeska at this meeting if you are unsure if you 
have paid. 

http://www.netcoinclub.org/
mailto:kevinkell@1scom.net


Mormon Gold 
 

From its inception in the early 1830’s, the Mormon 
Church was faced with opposition wherever they 
settled due to their distinctive religious views and 
marriage customs. This caused the congregation to 
move frequently – first to Ohio, then to Missouri, and 
finally to Illinois. In Illinois, they founded their own 
community (Nauvoo) where its leader, Joseph Smith, 
was killed in 1844. His successor, Brigham Young, 
called for Mormons to head west in 1846 to territory 
recently conquered during the Mexican War. 
 

This migration west was preceded by the Mormon 
Battalion, a group of over 500 Mormon volunteers 
tasked by the US army with marching 1,900 miles 
against San Diego during the Mexican War. Their only 
notable action (other than capture of Tucson) was to 
help block Fremont’s takeover bid of California. 
 

After being mustered out in 1847, several battalion 
members headed toward the Sacramento area to work 
for James Marshall at a place called Sutter’s Mill. The 
following year, gold was discovered, thereby triggering 
the famous California Gold Rush. Shortly thereafter, 
this group of veterans rejoined the Mormon community, 
now in Utah with large quantities of gold dust they 
contributed to the church. 
 

Like most remote locations at the time, the Mormon 
settlement had an acute shortage of small change, or 
indeed currency of any kind and had to rely on a barter 
system. The Church issued script, but it was not 
accepted beyond the community. Gold dust was easily 
lost though exchange transactions, so the Church 
placed this gold in packets with the value on its 
contents written on the front of the packet. Obviously, a 
more effective method was dictated. 
 

Brigham Young promoted a distinctive Mormon 
coinage, with four denominations of two-and-one-half, 
five, ten, and twenty-dollar coins envisioned. While the 
ten dollar pieces featured 
the legend PURE GOLD, 
the other denominations 
(which were struck later) 
displayed the initials 
G.S.L.C.P.G, standing for 
“Great Salt Lake City Pure Gold,” a misnomer as all the 
gold came from California. 
 

Mormon gold coins also used various religious symbols 
for the central design motifs. The obverse devices 
included the three pointed Phrygian Crown, the 
emblem of Mormon priesthood, above the All-Seeing 
Eye. The inscription “Holiness to the Lord” is from the 
Old Testament and was originally intended for 
engraving on sacred jewels of Jews. The reverse 
devices included the clasped hands for friendship. 
 

Production began in late 1848 with $10 coins dated 
1849. Only 46 were minted before the die broke, 

thereby halting production. It is estimated that only 
7,500 coins of the other denominations were minted 
1849-51 from the California gold. 
 

Mormon coins were the first of the Western territorials 
to be publicly vilified as lightweight and of low fineness, 
despite the claim of “Pure Gold”. Outside of Mormon 
territory, the coins were discounted 20-25% by bankers 
and merchants. Widespread melting followed, causing 
most Mormon gold pieces to disappear. 
 

In 1860, the Mormon Church acquired Colorado gold 
which it minted into $5 pieces. The obverse depicts a 
recumbent lion facing left, symbol of power and 
protection, with the Deseret alphabet inscription 
“Holiness to the Lord” surrounding the lion and the date 
below. The reverse shows a 
beehive (holy symbol of 
industriousness) made of 
straw protected by an eagle. 
Surrounding the eagle is the 
inscription DESERET 
ASSAY OFFICE PURE 
GOLD. 
 

Mormon coins are particularly rare. Today, just 148 of 
them are known to exist, and the cost is beyond the 
means of most collectors. 
 
 

Special Meeting Activity Calendar 
 

 September – Show n’ Tell night 

 November   – Veteran’s night, 

                              Officer/Director elections 

 December – Christmas party 

We need volunteers to give programs in 2016 or 2017.  
Contact Kevin Kell if you have an interest. 
 
Upcoming Local Coin Shows 
 

 September 10 – Waco Coin Show, Bellmead Civic 
Center, Bellmead.  Free. 

 September 30-October 2 – Texas Coin Show, 
Grapevine Convention Center.  $3 or free with 
NETCC membership. 

 October 8 – Collin County Coin Club Coin Show, 
Quality Inn, Hwy. 75, Exit 40B, McKinney.  Free. 

 October 21-22 – Wichita Fall Coin & Stamp Show, 
1000 5

th
 St., Wichita Falls.  $2. 

 November 4-6 – Ft. WorthCoin Club Coin Show, 
Forest Hill Civic/Convention Center.  $3. 

 November 18-20 – Texas Coin Show, Grapevine 
Convention Center.  $3 or free with NETCC 
membership. 

 

August New Members: None. 

August First Time Visitors: Ann Jameson. 


