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Our next NETCC monthly meeting will be held July
13th at 7:00PM. Join us as we explore the exciting
opportunities listed below.
July Weenie Roast
Now that it’s July, we are officially
in the dog days of summer. What
better way to celebrate this time
than with dogs – hot dogs that is.
Please join us at the July meeting
for our annual weenie roast. The
Club will supply the hot dogs and
all the fixings – we would ask
volunteers to bring things to supplement the main
course, such as side dishes, salads or desserts.
Members at the June meeting signed up to bring a
good assortment of sides and desserts, but we could
still use some items. If you didn’t sign up or can’t cook,
don’t worry – just bring yourself.
Since we plan on serving at or before 7 pm, you are
encouraged to arrive early – and hungry.
Carl Stang Award
Carl Stang was given a
special TNA award for his
efforts in numismatic
education. Carl has
conducted a coin seminar
at the TNA for the past
two years, as well as
leading the Grapevine
show seminar series for several years. He has also
taught at the ANA summer seminars.
Collectors Forum
A group of collectors meeting on the fourth Monday of
each month at the North Richland Hills Library. This is
a casual meeting with no specific format, but with a
topic for each meeting (suggestions are welcome) and
the conversation is allowed to flow freely. The next
meeting will be held on Monday, July 24th.
This meeting is open to anyone interested, and is not
associated with NETCC. There are no dues, no
membership rolls, just fun. If you or someone you know
is interested, contact Kevin Kell: kevinkell@1scom.net.

Youth Night
After a short business meeting, the kids in attendance
departed to other rooms to participate in this year’s
Youth Night for youth 17 and under. The kids were
divided into two age groups of roughly equal size.
The younger group of kids 10 and
under enjoyed a program focused
on Proof coins. The kids not only
learned the difference between
circulating and proof coins, but also
how to identify them by their
mintmarks. Each participant
received numerous examples including a set of proofs
issued in a particular year. This group was led by
Richard Wallace.
The older kids 11 and older
were led by Carl Stang who
spoke on error coins. They first
watched a video on the minting
process and how errors can be
produced at each step. Next,
Carl discussed different types
of common errors, and handed out examples. Makes
you wish you were a kid!
This year’s Youth Night was both interesting and
educational for the 18 kids who participated. The kids
walked away with lots of fun and valuable giveaways.
While the Club focused on Youth
Night at the June meeting, the
adults were not forgotten. Charlie
Bathman spoke about the US
Coinage Acts and the effects on
coin availability and economic commerce. The session
went long due to the numerous questions and
discussion at the end of the presentation.
2017 Membership Dues
Thanks to those who already paid their dues for 2017.
However, we still have many of our long time members
that have not yet paid. Membership dues are $15.00
for Adults and $5.00 for Juniors, and are a major
support for club activities. Membership not only
qualifies you for the monthly progressive door prize,
but should also give you a discounted meal at the
Christmas party. If you have not paid, or if you’re not
sure you have paid, see Jim Jeska at the next meeting.

Three-Cent Nickel
To finance the Civil War, the Treasury started issuing
paper currency. This in turn caused hoarding of all
coinage, with even silver three-cent pieces and coppernickel cents commanding a premium. To keep
commerce running, Congress issued paper money in
denominations as small as three cents to replace these
hoarded coins. However, these small slips of paper
became ragged and dirty, and the public came to hate
"shinplasters". In addition, a variety of makeshifts such
as business tokens and encased postage stamps saw
extensive use.
A bronze cent and a two-cent piece began circulation
in 1864. Despite these attempts, cents were almost
unobtainable, hoarded despite the fact that their
metallic value remained less than one cent each. In
addition, nickel lobbying interests screamed because
of the deletion of nickel from the cent. To satisfy their
demands, Congress approved issuance of a three-cent
piece in copper-nickel in 1865 to replace the three-cent
note.
Longacre simply revised an existing image of Liberty
for the obverse of the nickel three-cent piece. The
same classical profile that appears on the Indian Head
cent, the gold dollar, and the $3 piece is seen fitted
with a new hairstyle and a studded coronet inscribed
Liberty. The motto "In God We Trust" was required on
all pieces large enough to bear it, but the new coin was
deemed too small. For the reverse, Longacre
combined the Roman
numeral III as rendered
on the silver 3-cent
piece with the laurel
wreath used on the
1859 Indian Head cent
reverse.
The three-cent nickel piece was very popular when it
entered circulation in mid-1865. More convenient than
the larger two-cent bronze piece, it largely replaced
that coin, thereby starting the two-cent piece on its way
to abolition in 1873. Between 1865 and 1876, some 17
million three-cent pieces were used by the government
to redeem the three-cent fractional currency notes.
Nickel interests were not satisfied by just the issuance
of the three-cent nickel piece, and soon began to
agitate for the passage of a five-cent coin, to be made
of the same alloy as the three-cent piece. Their efforts
were rewarded in 1866 with the addition of the Shield
nickel. In addition, seven years later Congress
eliminated the three-cent silver piece and silver half
dime as a favor to these same nickel interests.
The three-cent nickel became less popular when the
five-cent nickel was introduced in 1866, The public saw
the Shield nickel as a more convenient coin, with a
value of five cents better befitting the decimal system.

After 1870, most years saw low annual mintages for
the three-cent nickel
The death knell of the three-cent nickel came when
postage rates were reduced to two cents in 1883.
Congress finally abolished it in 1890 with the last threecent nickel pieces having been struck in 1889;
However, most of the mintages in 1888 and 1889 were
melted down to coin more five-cent pieces.
No change was made to the
design of the three-cent nickel
piece during its lifetime.
Because of limited demand,
no business strikes were
produced in 1877, 1878 and
1886. Only the 1887/6 proof
overdate and the 1873 open
and closed “3” stand out as
varieties.
Three-cent nickel pieces dated before 1877 are readily
available and are in the reach of most budgets.
Coins dated 1883-85 require a little more wherewithal.
Over the years, proposals were made to revive the
three-cent piece. The most serious of these efforts
came in 1942 when the Treasury was granted
temporary authority to change the composition of the
nickel because of wartime metal shortages, and if
public demand required it, the Mint could strike threecent pieces. Nothing came of any of these proposals.
Special Meeting Activity Calendar
July

– Weenie Roast

September – Show and Tell Night
November – Veteran’s night,
Officer/Director elections
December – Christmas party
We need volunteers to give programs in 2017. Contact
Kevin Kell if you have an interest.
Upcoming Local Coin Shows
July 7-9 – Texas Coin Show, Grapevine Convention
Center. $3 or free with NETCC membership.
August 4-6 – Cowtown Coin Show, Forest Hill
Civic/Convention Center. $3.
August 12 – Texoma Coin Show, Sherman
Municipal Bldg., Sherman. Free.
September 9 – Waco Fall Coin Show, Bellmead
Civic Center, Bellmead. $2.
June New Members: Bill Proenza, Bruce Brinick.
June Time Visitors: A total of 24, all related to Youth
night activities.

