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Our next NETCC monthly meeting will be held 
August 9th at 7:00PM. Please join us for some of 
the exciting opportunities below. 
 

August Program 
 

Carl Stang will continue educating us in August with his 
discussion on the works of Charles Barber. While 
Barber is best known for his namesake dime, quarter 
and half dollar, he designed many other coins in the 
late nineteenth century (hint: for example, see article 
on “V” nickels on the second page. 
 

 
July Weenie Roast 
 

The opening was delayed 
due to members lining up 
to feast on hot dogs and 
fixin’s. So many members 
arrived early, so serving 
began at 6:40. While hot 
dogs and all the fixings 
were provided by the Club, members brought tasty 
side dishes and salads, as well as a cornucopia of 
delicious desserts. By the time the meeting started, 
members had put a sizeable dent in all the food 
available. With stomachs filed, members were ready 
for the night’s festivities. 
 

Special thanks goes out to 
Kenny Smith who arrived 
early to cook the dogs, as well 
as the ladies who helped 
serve and the volunteers who 
brought all their special 
dishes. 
 

 

Collectors Forum 
 

A group of collectors meeting on the fourth Monday of 
each month at the North Richland Hills Library. This is 
a casual meeting with no specific format, but with a 
topic for each meeting (suggestions are welcome) and 
the conversation is allowed to flow freely. The next 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 28th. 
 

This meeting is open to anyone interested, and is not 
associated with NETCC. There are no dues, no 
membership rolls, just fun. If you or someone you know 
is interested, contact Kevin Kell: kevinkell@1scom.net. 
 
 

 

Duncan Parkes 
 

Merle Owens presented an award 
to one of our graduating seniors 
and long-time Youth members, 
Duncan Parkes. Merle relayed his 
memory of a young Duncan running 
the sweeper at the end of each 
meeting and helping out wherever he could. 
 

Duncan was this presented with a stipend to assist him 
in college next year.  
 

 
Summer Seminars 
 

NETCC will again be hosting an 
educational program in conjunction 
with the September Texas Coin 
Show. The program will be held on Saturday, 
September 29th at the Grapevine Convention Center. 
See future newsletters for more details. 
 

 
September Show and Tell 
 

The Club will conduct its annual 
Show and Tell program at the 
September meeting. At prior year 
programs, members have been 
treated to many unusual and 
fascinating displays. While some 
of the displays have been quite rare, the items 
garnering the most interest seem to be those telling a 
story or centered on a little-known topic in 
numismatics. 
 

Make plans to bring a sample of your collecting interest 
and be a part of this special night.  Your display need 
not be expensive or rare – simply something that 
interests you. 
 
 

Call for Articles 
 

Every month this newsletter includes a brief articles on 
a numismatic-related subject – whether a coin series, 
currency or numismatic history. 
 

If you have an idea for an article, or are interested in a 
subject not covered yet, simply respond to the e-mail 
that carried this newsletter to you. Better yet, write the 
article and we’ll publish it. 
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Liberty “V” Nickel 
 

The Shield nickel striking difficulties through its life due 
to its intricate design. Modification to the design failed 
to solve the technical problems, and the mint had 
considered replacing the design as early as 1867. 
Nevertheless, the Shield nickel remained in production. 
 

In 1882, Mint director Snowden ordered Mint Chief 
Engraver Charles Barber to produce uniform designs 
for new cent, three-cent nickel, and five-cent pieces. 
Barber duly produced the required designs with a fairly 
large numbers of pattern coins being struck. Barber's 
design for the nickel showed a portrait similar to that 
eventually adopted for the obverse, with "United States 

of America" and the date. The reverse 
featured the required wreath 
surrounding the "V". Mottos "In God 
We Trust" and "E Pluribus Unum" were 
added to the reverse. Snowden 
decided that the proposed cents and 
three-cent pieces would be too small 
for effective use. 

 

One variant that was struck as a pattern, but was not 
adopted, was a coin with five equally spaced notches 
in the rim of the coin. This "Blind Man's nickel" was 
struck at the request of Congressman and former 
Union General Rosecrans, who stated that many of his 
wartime colleagues had been blinded by combat or 
disease. 
 

A final review by the Treasury Secretary revealed that 
the law required "United States of America" to appear 
on the reverse, not the obverse. The design was 
modified accordingly (by removing “In God We Trust”), 
and the coin was ready for striking in early 1883. 
 

It had not been thought necessary to inscribe the word 
"cents" on the nickel; the silver and copper-nickel 
three-cent pieces had circulated for years with only a 
Roman numeral to indicate the denomination. 
Enterprising fraudsters soon realized that the new 
nickel was close in diameter to that 
of the five-dollar gold piece, and if 
the new coin was gold-plated, it 
might be passed for five dollars. 
They soon did so, and had success 
in passing the coin. Some coins were 
given a reeded edge by the 
fraudsters, to make them appear 
more like the gold coins. A widespread tale is that one 
of the perpetrators of this fraud was a man named 
Josh Tatum, who would go into a store, select an item 
costing five cents or less, and offer the gold-plated 
piece in payment—and many clerks gave him $4.95 in 
change. According to the tale, the law had no recourse 
against Tatum, as he had tendered the value of his 
purchase and had merely accepted the change as a 
gift. Tatum could not have misrepresented the coin’s 
value as he was a deaf-mute. 
 

The plating of the nickels caused consternation at the 
Mint, and brought production of Liberty Head nickels to 
a sudden stop. Barber modified his design, moving 
other design elements to accommodate 
the word "cents" at the bottom of the 
reverse design. The revised nickel was 
issued in June 1883. The public 
responded by hoarding the "centless" 
nickels, egged on by reports that the 
Treasury Department intended to recall 
those nickels, and that they would 
become rare. 
 

After heavy mintages of the nickel in 1883 and 1884, 
production was much lower in 1885 and 1886. This 
was due to an economic downturn which lowered 
demand for the coins. The 1886 production was also 
depressed by the Treasury's decision to reissue large 
numbers of worn minor coins. The turn of the century 
saw unprecedented demand for nickels, due to a 
booming economy and the use of nickels in coin-
operated machines. This demand in turn required 
branch mints at Denver and San Francisco to mint 
nickels in 1912. 
 

Production of Liberty “V” nickels stopped in 1912, with 
Buffalo nickels to start in 1913. The Mint's records 
show no production of 1913 Liberty head nickels, and 
none were authorized to be made. Nonetheless, a 
former mint employee sold the five known pieces in 
1924. Today each example is worth more than $3 
million. 
 
Special Meeting Activity Calendar 
 

 September – Show and Tell Night 

 November  – Veteran’s night, 

                             Officer/Director elections 

 December  – Christmas party 

We need volunteers to give programs in 2018.  Contact 
Kenny Smith if you have an interest. 
 
Upcoming Local Coin Shows 
 

 August 11 – Texoma Coin Show, Hwy 75, Exit 59, 
Sherman.  Free. 

 August 17-18 – Ft. Worth Coin Club Coin Show, 
White Settlement Convention Center.  $3. 

 September 28-30  – Texas Coin Show, Grapevine 
Convention Center.  $3 or free with NETCC 
membership. 

 October 26-27 – Cowtown Coin Show, White 
Settlement Convention Center.  $3. 

 

July New Members: Chris Dykstra. 

July First Time Visitors: Chris Dykstra, James, 

Sarah, Leah & Allie Hadley, Zachary & Hayden Swartz. 


