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Our next NETCC monthly meeting will be held 
December 13th at 7:00PM. Please join us for some 
of the exciting opportunities below. 
 

Christmas Party 
 

Dinner on December 13th at the church 
will be catered with BBQ brisket/turkey 
and fixings, same as last year.  Cost will 
be $5 for guests, and FREE for member 
and their kids.  This reduction in price is 
due to the highly successful 2018 
Donation Auction. 
 

Sine this event is catered, we asked members to pre-
register. Check with Jim Jeska at jhjeska@yahoo.com 
to see if any room is available. 
 

Members are encouraged to bring their favorite dessert 
or side dish. 
 

Members are also encouraged to bring gifts for our 
annual drive for Toys For Tots, the Marine Corps 
program to provide Christmas to underprivileged kids.  
The gifts should remain unwrapped. 
 

And of course we will play Bingo. 
Based on prior experience, the 
game promises to be very 
entertaining and profitable. Russell 
says he has retained some of the 
valuable twists tried last year. 
 

Help is needed for set up, and volunteers should meet 
at the Church at 3pm the day of the dinner.  Contact 
Jesse or Merle Owens if you can help us out. 
 

 
2019 Director and Officer Election 
 

All four officers (President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
Treasurer) and three Directors were elected at the 
November meeting: 
 

 President            Kevin Kell 
 Vice President    Kenny Smith 
 Treasurer           Jim Jeska 
 Secretary           Sam Fairchild 
 

 Directors: 
 

  Frank Hezmall 
  Jesse Owens 
  Carl Stang 
 

The officers will serve 1-year terms; directors will serve 
2-year terms. 

 

Veteran’s Day Celebration 
 

While Veteran’s Day fell a few days after the 
November meeting, we again had a 
commemoration of this special day.  The 
meeting began with presentation of colors by 
the Boy Scouts.   
 

Our veterans program 
centered around the war 
experiences of Auggie Cozakus, 
a widely published author. 
However, Auggie was unable to 
join us due to complications from 

a broken pelvis suffered last week. Fortunately, his son 
Greg who has accompanied Auggie on most of his 
speaking engagements was able to join us and filled in 
quite admirably. He spoke about how Auggie had 
joined the 15th Air Force in Italy in the fall of 1944. 
Auggie flew aboard a B-24 bomber as nose gunner 
(hence the name of his book “The Best Seat in the 
House”). He also detailed the conditions confronted by 
these airmen, from the unpressurized cabin of the B-24 
to the abysmal living arrangements on the ground. 
Auggie flew the maximum 35 mission against high 
value German targets in 10 months. 
All in attendance were encouraged by 
the presentation and this example of 
sacrifice by our veterans. 
 

 
2019 Membership Dues 
 

2019 Membership dues are $15.00 for Adults and 
$5.00 for Juniors, and are a major support for club 
activities. Membership not only qualifies you for the 
monthly progressive door prize, but should also give 
you a discounted meal at the 2019 Christmas party. 
Jim Jeska will be taking 2019 dues at this meeting. 
 
Collectors Forum 
 

A group of collectors normally meets on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month at the North Richland Hills 
Library. This is a casual meeting with no specific 
format, but with a topic for each meeting (suggestions 
are welcome) and the conversation is allowed to flow 
freely. This meeting is open to anyone interested, and 
is not associated with NETCC. There are no dues, no 
membership rolls, just fun. 
 

This group will not meet in November or December; 
meetings will resume on Tuesday, January 22nd. 
 

http://www.netcoinclub.org/
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Lafayette Dollar 
 

Gilbert du Motier de La Fayette was born in 1757 to a 
noble French family. In 1775, while on military duty in 
Metz, Lafayette heard of the rebellion against British 
rule, believed that the American cause was noble and 
promptly sailed for America.  
 

Though he initially received a cold reception from the 
Congress, a letter to Congress from the American 
envoy to France, Benjamin Franklin stated that 
Lafayette's family was wealthy and influential and 
therefore should be accommodated. Congress dutifully 
voted in 1777 to commission Lafayette as a major 
general, and sent him to meet Washington. The two 
men promptly formed a very close relationship despite 
a quarter-century difference in age. 
 

Lafayette returned to France after 1781, a national 
hero in both countries. In France, he involved himself 
in politics, favoring a constitutional monarchy. He was 
given office and commands after the French 
Revolution. After the restoration of the monarchy in 
1815, he again engaged himself in politics, sitting in 
the Chamber of Deputies. 
 

In 1824, the American Congress voted unanimously to 
have President Monroe invite Lafayette to return as the 
guest of the nation. The marquis and his son, George 
Washington Lafayette, arrived in New York City to 
mammoth celebrations. Over the next year and a half, 
Lafayette visited all 24 states. He was given 
innumerable honors and gifts, including land in Florida. 
The marquis returned to France in 1825, and died in 
1834. He is one of only eight people to be made an 
honorary citizen of the United States 
 

In March 1898, a resolution was introduced in 
Congress for a commission to erect a monument to 
Lafayette in Paris on behalf of the United States, in 
time for the 1900 Exposition Universelle, a World's Fair 
to be held in Paris, France. Fundraising was initiated 
amongst American schoolchildren, thereby funding 
over half the cost of the monument. Based on 
perceived success of the commemorative program for 
the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago, 
Congress authorized 50,000 commemorative dollars 
with proceeds going to help fund this monument. 
 

Obverse designs by Chief Engraver 
Charles E. Barber reflected conjoined 
busts of Washington and Lafayette. It 
was the only US silver dollar 
commemorative prior to 1983, and the 
first coin depicting American citizens. 
 

The reverse is based on an early sketch 
of the statue of Lafayette by Bartlett, 
depicting a mounted statue of Lafayette 
riding left. Barber's monogram does not 
appear on the coin, but "Bartlett" is 
inscribed on the base of the statue. A 

palm branch is on the base, and extending below it. 
The reverse also carries the inscription, "Erected by 
the youth of the United States in honor of Gen 
Lafayette/Paris 1900". 
 

Promoters wished to have the coins dated 1900, but 
have them to sell as early as possible in 1899. 
However, the Mint felt the Coinage Act of 1873 
requires the date of production to appear on the coins. 
In the end, compromise ruled: the pieces were struck 
in December 1899, not distributed until the following 
month, with the inscription "Paris 1900" on the coin. 
 

Ironically, approval of the Barlett’s design was delayed 
so long that the actual statue was not completed in 
time for the Exposition; a plaster example was hastily 
prepared for the show. It was not until 1908 that the 
statue was finally erected, which differs greatly from 
what is depicted on the coin. The statue stood there 80 
years, but was displaced for famed glass pyramid at 
the Louvre. It now stands along the Seine River. 
 

Sales of these dollars were slow and 14,000 coins 
were returned to the Mint. Incredibly, they were not 
melted until 1945 when their numismatic value was ten 
times face value. Lafayette dollars are fairly plentiful 
today. The majority of specimens encountered grade 
AU-50-58. Cleaned and polished coins are common. 
MS-63 and finer examples are very elusive, and 
pristine MS-65 coins are rare. 
 
Special Meeting Activity Calendar 
 

 December  – Christmas party 

 April           – Quiz Night 

 May            – Donation auction 

 June           – Youth Night 

 July            – Weenie Roast 

 September – Show and Tell Night 

We need volunteers to give programs in 2019.  Contact 
Kenny Smith if you have an interest. 
 
Upcoming Local Coin Shows 
 

 December 7-8 – Cowtown Coin Show, White 
Settlement Convention Center.  $3. 

 December 8 – Alamo Coin Show, Schertz Civic 
Center, Schertz.  Free. 

 December 14-16 – Texas Coin Show, Grapevine 
Convention Ctr  $3 or free with NETCC membership. 

 January 18-19 – Houston Money Show, Grapevine 
Convention Ctr, Conroe  $3. 

 

November New Members: Larry Parkes, Richard 
Cannady. We now have 114 paid members this year. 

November First Time Visitors: Pierre & Philippe 
Lavedan, Jennifer Thompson, Jo Yingling. 
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