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Our next NETCC monthly meeting will be held 
November 8th at 7:00PM. Please join us for some 
of the exciting opportunities below. 
 

Veteran’s Day Celebration 
 

While Veteran’s Day will fall a 
few days after the November 
meeting, we will again have a 
special commemoration of this 
special day.  The meeting should 
begin with presentation of colors 
by the Boy Scouts. 
 

We will then recognize veterans 
and celebrate their service and 
sacrifice. Veterans and their 
families also are encouraged to 
bring memorabilia from their time 
of service to an informal “Show 
and Tell”. 
 

We will cap off the celebration with a special guest 
speaker. Auggie Cozakus, the widely published author, 
was to recount his WWII experiences aboard a B-24 
bomber in the Italian & Mediterranean theaters. 
However, he recently broke his hip and probably won’t 
be available until next year. 
 

Plan to join use for this inspiring and educational time. 
 

 
Christmas Party 
 

December will center on our traditional 
Christmas party (with BBQ) and bingo. 
Bingo prizes will remain at last year’s 
high level. 
 

Jim Jeska needs an accurate count of 
those coming (including guests and 
children) to be able to order catered 
BBQ. Let Jim know by e-mail or at the 
November meeting if you are attending. Because of the 
highly successful donation auction, the cost is only $5 
for guests and FREE for members and their children. 
 

As in previous years, we will be collecting Toys For 
Tots, the Marine Corps program to provide Christmas 
gifts to children who will be left without any Christmas 
gifts otherwise. Dave Werner will again deliver the toys 
donated to the area collection center 
 
 
 
 

 

2018 Director and Officer Election 
 

All four officers (President, Vice-
President, Secretary, Treasurer) and 
three Directors are to be elected.  It 
was announced at the October meeting 
that the following members have been 
nominated: 
 

 President            Jesse Owens 
 Vice President    Kenny Smith 
 Treasurer           Jim Jeska 
 Secretary           Sam Fairchild 
 

Members on the ballot for the three Director positions:  
 

 Charlie Bathman 
 Henry Brasco 
 Frank Hezmall 
 Jesse Owens 
 Jerry Ozdych 
 Glenn Roberts 
 Mike Ross 
 Carl Stang 
 

The officers are running unopposed for 1-year terms 
and will be elected by acclamation.  At the November 
meeting, you will be asked to vote for 3 of the 8 
director candidates.  The 3 director candidates with the 
most overall votes will be elected for 2-year terms. 
 

Absentee ballots should be sent to Merle Owens. 
 
2019 Membership Dues 
 

2019 Membership dues are $15.00 for Adults and 
$5.00 for Juniors, and are a major support for club 
activities. Membership not only qualifies you for the 
monthly progressive door prize, but should also give 
you a discounted meal at the 2019 Christmas party. 
Jim Jeska will be taking 2019 dues at this meeting. 
 
Collectors Forum 
 

A group of collectors normally meets on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month at the North Richland Hills 
Library. This is a casual meeting with no specific 
format, but with a topic for each meeting (suggestions 
are welcome) and the conversation is allowed to flow 
freely. This meeting is open to anyone interested, and 
is not associated with NETCC. There are no dues, no 
membership rolls, just fun. 
 

This group will not meet in November or December; 
meetings will resume on Tuesday, January 22nd. 
 

http://www.netcoinclub.org/
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Facebook and Website 
 

Have you had an opportunity to visit us at one or both 
of the venues?  These sites have wealth of information 
about our Club and current happenings. It also carries 
a library of current and past Newsletters if case you 
missed one. 
 

You are encouraged to visit the sites frequently and 
“friend” us on Facebook. Once you have visited these 
sites, please tell Cheryl Rybka or Lance Parkes about 
things you would like to see, or how the sites might be 
improved. 
 
Coin Designer Initials 
 

At the last meeting, a question was posed concerning 
the history of coin designer initials – specifically, was 
Longacre’s “L” on the 1864 Indian Cent the first 
designer initials placed on an American coin? The “L” 
is placed modestly on the ribbon from the back part of 
the band of the feather bonnet down over the hair. 
 

The worldwide practice of placing the signature of the 
engraver upon a coin goes back hundreds of years. 
Many ancient Greek coins bear the initials of the artist 
and in some instances with his full name. 
 

There is some debate whether John Reich placed his 
initials, in a stylized form on the broach clasp holding 
Liberty's drapery on his 1807 capped bust halves. 
Reich also "signed" the dies he produced with a 
special star punch. On dies he created the 13th star 
has a notched point, typically placed on the outermost 
point; the other stars do NOT have notched points. 
 

Many numismatists point to 
Christian Gobrecht’s 1836 silver 
dollar as the first official recognition 
of the designer. Gobrecht used his 
full name at first in the lower 
portion of the coin and later on the 
bust of Liberty. However, only 1,000 pattern coins were 
made from the 1836 signed dies and when the design 
of the coin was again used in 1838, the name of the 
artist unfortunately was erased. 

 

The first initials placed on a 
widely circulating coin was 
Longacre’s 1849 gold dollar. It 
was evidently added after 

production began, as there is also an 1849 “No L” Gold 
Dollar. Longacre followed this up by placing the initials 
“J.B.L.” to the 1850 Double Eagle and the 1854 $3 gold 
piece. Oddly, Longacre did not add initials to his 
designs of the 2-Cent Bronze, 3-Cent Silver, 3-Cent 
Nickel or Shield Nickel. 
 

The most famous controversy over designer initials 
occurred in 1909 over the newly-issued Lincoln Cent. 
The designer, Victor D. Brunner placed his initials on 
the bottom of the reverse. Immediately upon its 
release, complaints arose claiming the initials violated 

federal laws against advertising. Other news items 
reported that Southerners did not like Lincoln to begin 
with, and use of his portrait cent was “unfortunate” (in 
contrast, it was said black citizens eagerly snatched up 
these souvenirs of the Great Emancipator). 
 

Twelve days after issue, VDB was ordered removed 
from dies. It was proposed that VDB be replaced with a 
simple “B.” However, Mint Chief Engraver Charles 
Barber complained because he didn’t want the single 
letter for Brenner to be confused with his own single 
initial, which was on the currently circulating dime, 
quarter and half dollar. 
 

All of this defied logic and numismatic tradition, for in 
1907 Augustus Saint-Gaudens boldly signed his new 
$20 piece with his ASG monograph in the obverse 
field. The new 1907 half eagle and quarter eagle were 
signed “B.L.P.”, the initials of designer Bela L. Pratt. 
 

Despite this controversy, designer initials were 
included on the new Buffalo Nickel (1913) and the new 
dime, quarter and half dollar (1916). It is likely these 
inclusions led to 1918 restoration of V.D.B.to Lincolns, 
albeit in minute characters at the base of the bust. 
 

The last coin to get the designer initials was the 
Jefferson Nickel. Although first minted in 1938, the 
initials were not added until 1966. 
 
Special Meeting Activity Calendar 
 

 November  – Veteran’s night, 
                             Officer/Director elections 

 December  – Christmas party 

 April           – Quiz Night 

 May            – Donation auction 

 June           – Youth Night 

 July            – Weenie Roast 

 September – Show and Tell Night 

We need volunteers to give programs in 2019.  Contact 
Kenny Smith if you have an interest. 
 
Upcoming Local Coin Shows 
 

 November 10 – Paris Coin Show, 3535 Lamar 
Avenue, Paris.  Free. 

 November 16-18 – Texas Coin Show, Grapevine 
Convention Ctr  $3 or free with NETCC membership. 

 December 7-8 – Cowtown Coin Show, White 
Settlement Convention Center.  $3. 

 December 14-16 – Texas Coin Show, Grapevine 
Convention Ctr  $3 or free with NETCC membership. 

 

October New Members: None. We now have 112 
paid members this year. 

October First Time Visitors: Brett Wetherill. 


